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The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago elected their leadership team for the 2018-2023 term. 
(From left to right)  Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik, General Minister, Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie,  

General Vicar, and Sister M. Helene Galuszka, General Councilor

The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago 
Elect Leadership for 2018-2023 Term

Thanksgiving Prayer Service and Installation Mass Held

The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago recently held their 21st General Chapter this past June.  The General 
Chapter is a week long period of reflection and prayer for the Sisters as they plan the congregation’s next 
five years and also elect leadership for the 2018-2023 term.  During this Chapter week, the Sisters re-

elected Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik as General Minister, Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie as General Vicar, and Sister 
M. Helene Galuszka as General Councilor for the 2018-2023 term. 

Thanksgiving Prayer Service:  On Wednesday, August 1st, the Sisters held a Thanksgiving prayer service for the 
leadership team who served during the 2013-2018 term.  The ceremony was held at the Sacred Heart Chapel at 
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Our Lady of Victory Convent in Lemont.  The Sisters honored Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik, General Minister, Sister 
Jeanne Marie Toriskie, General Vicar, Sister Emilie Marie Lesniak, General Councilor, Sister M. Helene Galuszka, 
General Councilor and Sister M. Francis Clare Radke, General Treasurer.

The ceremony began with the song ‘We are Called’ by David Hass.  Sister M. Francis Clare Radke and Sister Diane 
Marie Collins (both former General Ministers) took turns addressing the Sisters and giving thanks to the General 
Minister and the General Council for their years of service in leadership.

One Sister was selected to pay tribute to each member of the leadership team.  Each Sister came forward and 
spoke praise of each member of the leadership team and then gave her a beautiful flower bouquet.  Sister M. 
Colette Kwieczka honored Sister M. Bernadette;  Sister M. Joella Bielinski honored Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie; 
Sister M. Monica Sendlosky honored Sister Emilie Marie;  Sister Lois Marie Rossi honored Sister M. Helene 
Galuszka; and Sister Jean Therese Jarosz honored Sister M. Francis Clare.  After this touching moment, the 
leadership team and the Sisters all embraced and gave each other thanks.  They closed the ceremony with the 
hymn ‘Prayer of St. Francis’ and then moved to Marian Hall to enjoy an ice cream social together.

One Sister was selected to pay tribute to one leadership member from the  2013-2018 term.  (From Left to 
Right)  Sister M. Colette Kwieczka, Sister M. Bernadette  Bajuscik, Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie, Sister Emilie 

Marie Lesniak, Sister M. Helene Galuszka, and Sister M. Francis Clare Radke.
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The Sisters give thanks and hugs to the General Minister and Council that served the 2013-2018 term.



The Sisters smile before the Installation Mass.  (From left to right)  Sister M. Joella Bielinski, Sister M. Monica 
 Sendlosky, Sister Lois Marie Rossi, and Sister Jean Therese Jarorsz.  In the background are Sister Emilie  Marie 

Lesniak,  Sister M. Colette Kwieczka, Kathy Kelly, and John Grele.
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Eucharistic Celebration on the Occasion of the 
Installation of the General Minister and the 
General Council:  On Thursday, August 2nd, the 
Sisters held a Mass to celebrate the Installation 
of the General Minister and General Council.  
The Mass was attended by the congregation 
as well as FSC Associates and leadership from 
Franciscan Ministries.  Father Robert Lucas was 
the main celebrant, Father Paul Sims was the 
concelebrant and homilist and Brian Nosbusch 
was the deacon.  Those in procession walked in 
to the hymn Laudato Si, Mi Signore! (Praise Be 
To You, My God).

After the homily, the Call to the Service of 
Leadership ceremony began.  The Sisters stood 
and called out to each member in leadership:  
"Sisters Bernadette, Jeanne Marie and 
Helene, we, your sisters, call you to accept the 
responsibilities of leadership in our congregation 
for the next five years."

Sister Diane Marie Collins approached the podium and then addressed the General Minister and the General 
Council:  "Sisters, you have been chosen through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit at the 21st General Chapter to 

  Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik recites the promise of service as 
she accepts the position of General Minister for the 2018-2023 

term while Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie and Sister M. Helene 
Galuszka wait for their turn to make their promise of service. 
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lead your sisters for the next five years.  We now ask 
you to publicly declare your willingness to serve us 
and the Church."  Each elected Sister then walked to 
the front of the chapel at the podium and proclaimed 
her 'Promise of Service'.

Sister M. Bernadette, General Minister:  "With the 
help of God and the prayers and support of all of 
you, my sisters, I, Sister Mary Bernadette, promise to 
faithfully carry out my duties as General Minister of 
the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, to foster unity and 
to provide for the spiritual and physical well-being of 
each sister.  I will strive to model my life and actions 
on the Gospel in the spirit of Mother Mary Theresa.  
I commit myself to move forward in hope and trust 
in imitation of our Mother Mary and to joyfully bear 
Christ to the world." 

Sister Jeanne Marie, General Vicar:  "With the help 
of God, I, Sister Jeanne Marie promise to faithfully 
carry out my duties as General Vicar.  I will strive to 
model my life and actions on the Gospel in the spirit 
of Mother Mary Theresa.  I commit myself to move 
forward in hope and trust in imitation of our Mother 
Mary and to joyfully bear Christ to the world.

Sister M. Helene, General Councilor:  "With the help of 
God, I, Sister Mary Helene, promise to faithfully carry 
out my duties as General Councilor.  I will strive to 
model my life and actions on the Gospel in the spirit 
of Mother Mary Theresa.  I commit myself to move 
forward in hope and trust in imitation of our Mother 
Mary and to joyfully bear Christ to the world." 

The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago stand during the Installation Mass and sing 'Magnificat' after Communion.



"Sisters, in faith we accept you as our leaders of the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago.  We promise you our love, 
support and commitment as you lead and guide us in living out Our Commitment to the Future."

All of the Sisters then recited their official "Commitment to the Future" statement.  This statement was crafted 
during the General Chapter and each Sister received a card with the statement printed on it to keep as a 
memento.

The Mass continued and after Communion, the Sisters stood and sang the 'Magnificat.' It was a very touching 
and inspirational moment. The recessional hymn was 'Lead Me, Lord.'  After the Installation Mass, the Sisters 
celebrated with lunch in Marian Hall with friends and leadership from Franciscan Ministries.  The Sisters 
thanked everyone who attended for their prayers and support during this important time.

(Left) Three General Ministers pose by the San Damiano Cross (Sister M. Francis Clare Radke, 1993 - 2003; Sister 
M. Bernadette Bajuscik, 2013 - current; and Sister Diane Marie Collins, 2003 - 2013). (Right)  Mass attendees give 

a round of applause for the reelected leadership team.
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Thursday, September 20th, 2018, marked the 100th 
anniversary of the death of Venerable Mother 
Mary Theresa Dudzik, foundress of the Franciscan 

Sisters of Chicago.  The Sisters commemorated the day 
with a special Mass in Sacred Heart Chapel and then a 
dinner and a sundae bar for dessert in Marian Hall.   

Mother Mary Theresa was born Josephine Dudzik 
on August 30, 1860 to John and Agnes Dudzik in the 
tiny village of Plocicz in the western Poland.  She was 
baptized and made her First Holy Communion at the 
Church of Saints Peter and Paul in Kamien Krajenski, 
Poland.  The Dudzik family emigrated to America in 
1881 and settled in Chicago on the northwest side in 
the vicinity of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church.  The family 
joined St. Stanislaus Kostka parish, the largest Catholic 
parish in the U.S at that time. 

After the death of her father, Josephine and her mother 
lived alone.  Josephine was moved by the condition of 
the aged, poor and orphaned whom she encountered 
in her neighborhood.  She came to their aid spiritually, 
physically, and emotionally, even sheltering some in her 

In Honor of the 100th Death 
Anniversary of Venerable 

Mother Mary Theresa Dudzik, 
Foundress of the Franciscan 

Sisters of Chicago
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The Dudzik Family  (Standing, from left to right) 
Rosalie, Joseph, Frances and Josephine Dudzik 
(Sitting, from left to right) John, Katherine,and 

Agnes Dudzik

First Profession of Vows  - the Pioneer Sisters  (From left 
to right)  Sister M. Anna Wysinski,  Sister M. Angeline 

Topolinski, Sister M. Agnes Dzik, and Sister M. Theresa 
Dudzik



own family home.  During Chicago's severe financial crisis of 1893, upon 
the advice of her pastor, Rev. Vincent Michael Barzynski, Josephine formed 
a religious community to help her aid the elderly and those in need.  Thus, 
on December 8, 1894, the congregation of the Franciscan Sisters of Blessed 
Kunegunda was born (later the Sisters changed the name to the Franciscan 
Sisters of Chicago) and Josephine Dudzik was called Sister Mary Theresa.  In 
the coming years, the Sisters would expand into child and elder care and 
education as Sister Mary Theresa and the congregation opened St. Joseph 
Home for the Aged and Crippled in 1898 and St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum 
in 1899.  The Sisters also supported themselves and those they cared for 
by their sewing skills, growing flowers for cemetery bouquets, cleaning the 
rectory of the parish and begging when necessary. 

For more than 120 years, imbued with the spirit of Mother Mary Theresa, 
the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago have responded to the needs of God's 
people and have served in various ministries, such as the care of the 
elderly and the sick in hospitals and nursing homes:  providing housing and 
services for residents in independent, assisted living, and skilled nursing 
facilities; the operation of child care centers; teaching in elementary 
and secondary schools and in higher education; pastoral care; religious 
education and campus ministry; social service work; and sheltering victims 
of domestic violence.

Sister Mary Theresa Dudzik died on September 20. 1918.  She was later given the honorary title of Mother. 
Because of the heroic virtues evident in her life, Mother Mary Theresa is now a candidate for sainthood.  Her 
remains were brought to the motherhouse of the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago in Lemont from St. Adalbert 
Cemetery in 1972 and sealed in a granite sarcophagus in the Sacred Heart Chapel.  The cause for her beatification 
and canonization is actively being pursued.  We continue to pray that Venerable Mother Mary Theresa will be 
recognized as a saint in the Catholic Church and serve as a model for all Christians.

(1898) The Sisters opened St. Joseph Home for the Aged and 
Crippled, Chicago's first nursing home, and built their first 

motherhouse on the same site.

A bouquet of flowers was placed on Mother 
Mary Theresa Dudzik's sarcophagus, located 

in the Sacred Heart Chapel at Our Lady of 
Victory Convent in Lemont.

Mother Mary Theresa Dudzik died in 
Chicago on September 20, 1918.
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The Franciscan Federation, a national organization founded 
in 1965 to promote Franciscan evangelical life, held its annual 
conference on June 11th through June 14th in Buffalo, New 
York.  This year's conference theme was entitled, "Franciscans 
and Muslims:  Lessons from the Past & Prospects for the 
Future."  During the conference, there were discussions and 
presentations on the history of Christian and Muslim relations 
beginning with the Crusades and St. Francis' famous encounter 
with the Sultan of Egypt, al-Malik al-Kāmil, up until today, 
with the challenges Muslim immigrants face.  This conference 
theme was central to the criteria for this year's Peacemaker 
Award.

The Peacemaker Award is an award presented at the 
Franciscan Federation conference to honor one member of 
each congregation.  This award has a different set of criteria 
every year.  This year's requisites for the award were the 
following: 

• A Franciscan who embodies an openness to the other
• Someone who, in their service, transcends prejudices, 

engages in interfaith dialogue or cross-cultural ministry, 
and witnesses to unity in diversity. 

The Peacemaker 
Award 2018

 

Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie is the 2018 Honoree 
at Franciscan Federation.
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This year the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago selected Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie as the 2018 recipient of the 
Peacemaker Award.  Sister Jeanne Marie has had a long history serving in social justice and has had a heart for 
the plight of others since her teen years, when she helped those with undiagnosed learning disabilities with 
their homework and science projects.  Sister also marched for migrant workers in the grape boycotts of the late 
1960 and then later for workers' rights in Chicago to demand pastoral care for immigrant detainees.  She also 
joined the Archdiocese of Chicago initiative for immigration reform and is an active member of the Sisters and 
Brothers of Immigrants, participating in their public witness events and helping to design their banners. 

Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie entered religious life in 1960.  She later 
became a teacher and taught various subjects at different schools over 
the years.  Her first teaching assignment was at St. Stanislaus Kostka 
School in Youngstown, Ohio (1964-1971), and then at Madonna High 
School in Chicago (1971-1979), where she taught German and was the 
foreign language department chairman.  Sister then taught science 
and reading at Five Holy Martyrs School in Chicago from 1979 to 1983. 
In 1984, Sister Jeanne Marie became principal at St. Florian School in 
Chicago and served there until 1989 and then principal at St. Stanislaus 
Bishop and Martyr School in Chicago until 1999.  Sister returned to 
teaching in 2001 when she became a professor at St. Xavier University 
in Chicago, teaching in the School of Education, and then later as 
a Coordinator of the STEM laboratory. In addition to her education 
background, Sister was active in leadership in the Franciscan Sisters 
of Chicago.  She was a General Councilor from 1998-2003, and from 
2008-2013, and then the General Vicar from 2013 to present time.

Sister has a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in German from 
Youngstown State University, a Master of Arts in Library Science 
from Dominican University, a Master of Education in Administration 
and Supervision from the University of Illinois at Chicago, and a Doctor of Philosophy from Loyola University 
of Chicago.  In addition to her extensive education, Sister holds professional memberships in Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development, Phi Delta Kappa, and is an active participant in many others as well. 
Sister is also the Promoter for the Cause of Venerable Mother Mary Theresa Dudzik, foundress of the Franciscan 
Sisters of Chicago.  "I am so honored that my Sisters have selected me for the Peacemaker Award.  My heart 
continues to be touched by the plight of the poor, by workers who labor hard yet cannot earn a living wage, by 
immigrants who flee violence and trafficking in their homelands yet cannot find a welcome here in the land of 
the free.  May we all be peacemakers, like St. Francis, who urged everyone to be instruments of peace." 
 
Here are the previous Peacemaker Award honorees: 

• Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik (2017)
• Sister M. Francis Clare Radke (2015)
• Sister Doloria Kosiek (2014)
• Sister M. Gabriel Lazarski (2013)

Sister Jeanne Marie is an active 
member of the Sisters and Brothers 

of Immigrants in Chicago.

• Sister Georgeann Kinel (2012)
• Sister M. Andrea Puchalaski (2010)
• Sister Theresa Mary Obremski (2007)
• Sister M. Claudiana Jachimowicz (2005)
  



The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago invite the Sisters of  
St. Casimir to participate in their first retreat together 

Thirty-two Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, Sisters of St. Casimir and FSC Associates attended a retreat from 
July 13th to July 19th in Marian Hall at Our Lady of Victory Convent in Lemont.  The retreat was given by 
Father Tom McCarthy, OSA.  Father Tom is an Augustinian Friar and former President and Principal of St. 

Rita of Cascia High School in Chicago.  This was a retreat of 'firsts' as it was the first retreat Father Tom has given 
to religious women, and also the first time the Sisters of St. Casimir joined the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago for 
their retreat.  The title of the retreat was "Restlessness, " and the writings of St. Augustine were discussed.  Saint 
Augustine of Hippo was an early Christian theologian and philosopher, whose writings influenced the development 
of Western Christianity and Western philosophy.  Father Tom quoted St. Augustine:  "Because God has made us for 
Himself, our hearts are restless until they rest in Him."  Thank you to Father Tom McCarthy and all who attended 
this retreat.
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Franciscan Ministries Announces Acquisition  
of Senior Living Community in Normal, Illinois

Franciscan Ministries, sponsored by the Franciscan 
Sisters of Chicago, announced in August that it has 
acquired Mercy Creek, a senior living community 

in Normal, Illinois, previously owned and operated by 
Meadows Mennonite Retirement Community.  Built in 
2012, the community has 60 spacious one- and two-
bedroom assisted living apartment homes and four 
independent living villas.

“We are excited to add Mercy Creek to our steadily 
growing family of Franciscan Communities and look 
forward to working with the associates and residents 
in the next chapter of the Community’s history,” said 
President and CEO Judy Amiano.  “For over 120 years, 
we have dedicated ourselves to creating premier senior 

The Village at Mercy Creek in Normal, Illinois
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Mount Alverna Village Residents Benefit from New Expansion

The City of Parma is excitedly watching the $7 million expansion project taking place at Mount Alverna 
Village.  This premier senior living community, sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, is adding 
42 memory support apartments, expanding their current rehabilitation services, and adding a life 

enrichment center that will open in 2019.
 
“Everything we do is designed with the needs of the residents 
in mind,” said Mount Alverna Village Executive Director Patrick 
Welsh.“  We’re committed to providing exceptional retirement 
living regardless of an individual’s challenges or limitations.  Our 
community is thoughtfully designed to help everyone—residents 
and associates—live joyfully.” 

Memory support services are being reimagined at this 
community.  The new, open spaces are designed to accommodate 
residents in a home-like setting where mentally and physically 
stimulating activities and the latest caregiving technologies will 
be utilized.  Highly-skilled associates will provide assistance, as 
needed, and ensure the environment nurtures the mind, body 
and spirit. 

Within the enlarged rehabilitation space, additional state-of-the-art equipment will be added to 
accommodate the growing need for in-house and out-patient therapy services.  This will contribute to 
shortened recovery times for injuries, illness, or medical events, depending on individual circumstances. 

The new life enrichment center will be a central gathering place for all of the senior living community’s 
residents.  Having a divisible space allows several large and small group activities to take place 
simultaneously.  This enables everyone to stay active and engaged throughout the day and maximizes social 
opportunities. 

“The needs of residents have changed over the last five years, and we feel blessed to continually make 
monumental changes at Mount Alverna Village.  We’re proud to provide a safe, vibrant community where 
personal growth and happiness are encouraged,” said Welsh.

living facilities in the Midwest.  We look forward to continuing the ministry that was started by the  
Mennonite community nearly six years ago."

Franciscan Ministries is working to create a smooth transition for the Mercy Creek associates and residents, while 
strengthening existing connections within the community-at-large.   For branding purposes, Mercy Creek will be 
renamed “The Village at Mercy Creek” to better align with the current Franciscan Communities portfolio of senior 
living properties. 

“Our rich history and Mennonite values have steadily guided our ministry at Meadows for the past 95 years,” said 
Mary Dyck, Meadows Board Chair.  “After much research, prayerful consideration, and asking many, many tough 
questions, we are confident that Franciscan Ministries will carry the Meadows mission forward.”

An aerial view of the Mount Alverna Village 
expansion in Parma, Ohio



St Jude House News
St. Jude House has had quite a big year.  Here are some of the many things going on.  Thank you to all who help 
and support St. Jude House.  Please visit our website at www.stjudehouse.org and our facebook page at www.

facebook.com/stjudehouse.  Please call (219) 662-7066 to support the St. Jude House mission. 

 
New Director at St. Jude House 

St. Jude House, sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, 
has appointed Ryan Elinkowski the new Director of their ministry 
effective November 1, 2018.  Elinkowski is an experienced social 

services manager who will be utilizing his skills in the areas of operations 
management, programming, strategic planning, and serve as a liaison to 
the Board of Directors.

He also brings strong leadership skills that will help enhance current 
community partnerships and create new ones.  Elinkowski will be 
responsible for the ministry’s stability, growth and fundraising success.

“I’m very familiar with St. Jude House and its mission,” said Elinkowski. “I 
worked for St. Jude House several years ago as Manager of Client Assistance 
and was co-founder of an annual toy drive that benefitted St. Jude House 
from 2008-2014.  I consider it an honor to return and continue the work I 
feel called to do.”

“All of us are pleased to welcome Ryan.  He comes to us with the ability to 
hit the ground running,” said Franciscan Ministries Philanthropy Director Christine Zielke.  “Ryan is already familiar 
with our ministry and the community-at-large.  He brings immediate value to St. Jude House and we are confident 
that his contributions will play a major role in shaping our future.”  Previously, Elinkowski served as Director at 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Northwest Indiana in Cedar Lake.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree In Human 
Development and Family Studies from Purdue University with a concentration in Child and Family Services.

23rd Annual Candlelight Vigil 

St. Jude House held its annual Candlelight Vigil on Monday, October 1st, at First United Methodist Church in 
Crown Point, Indiana.  This event kicked off October’s national Domestic Violence Awareness month.  The 
Candlelight Vigil is held to honor and remember all those whose lives have been lost to domestic violence 
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Ryan Elinkowski
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as well as to support all victims impacted by domestic 
violence. 
 
“This event is heartfelt and impactful as we remember 
all those lost in Indiana over the last year as a result 
of this senseless crime,” stated Carol Highsmith, chair 
of the St. Jude House Board of Directors.  Highsmith 
continued, “Our vigil provides the opportunity for the 
larger community to come together and helps break the 
silence around the issue of domestic violence and its 
impact on the community.” 
 
The vigil began with a silent march around the Court 
House Square followed by brief service that included 
remarks from community leaders who provide resources 
for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.  
Victims are honored by lighting a candle in their memory 
and reading their names.  The program included 
inspiring testimony from two survivors as well as a video 
testimony from a survivor.  The Clothesline Project was 
also displayed.  The Clothesline Project is a visual display 
of shirts with messages and illustrations designed by 
women survivors of violence, by their friends and/or by 
their family members.  The sad fact is that every minute, 
twenty people in the United States become victims of 
domestic violence and yet, their stories are rarely ever 
told or acknowledged.  The Clothesline Project makes 
their voices heard, and tells their stories. 

The Mary Kay Foundation℠ AWARDS St. Jude House $20,000 GRANT

St. Jude House staff held its annual Candlelight Vigil.  
(Left to Right)  Pam Serrano, Shawn Wallace, Val 

Lay, Samantha Stooksbury, Lauren Zurbriggen, and 
Michele Mirza.

Signs from the Candlelight Vigil illustrate messages 
of support for victims of domestic abuse. 

In support of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, The Mary Kay Foundation℠ announced today it is awarding 
$3 million in grants to 150 domestic violence shelters across the country.  St. Jude House has received a 
$20,000 unrestricted grant to support local survivors of domestic violence in Crown Point, IN.  This year’s grant 

contribution brings the Foundation’s total investment in its shelter grant program to $50 million.  

The Mary Kay Foundation℠ was established in 1996 with the overarching purpose of supporting issues impacting 
women.  In 2000, The Foundation expanded to include ending domestic violence as part of its mission.  The 
Foundation is committed to funding the life-saving work of women’s shelters and the annual shelter grant program 
has helped finance critical needs including emergency shelter, transitional housing, counseling and legal aid.  All of 
these resources support women and children as they seek refuge and relief on their journey to an abuse-free life.  
This year, more than 1,200 organizations applied for the Mary Kay Foundation shelter grants.

“At Mary Kay, we believe in helping women improve their circumstances and live their best lives.  One in four 
women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime and it is our responsibility to support the women’s 
shelters that aid these survivors,” said President of The Mary Kay Foundation Board of Directors Michael 
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Madonna Foundation News

Lunceford.  “At the heart of The Foundation’s work is the shelter grant program which is actively supported 
by our independent sales force.  We’re proud that our commitment makes such a powerful impact in local 
communities and in the lives of domestic violence survivors across the country.”

According to the National Network to End Domestic Violence, more than 72,000 adult and child victims receive 
domestic violence services across the United States in just one day.  Unfortunately, in the same period of time, 
more than 11,000 requests for services are unmet due to a lack of resources.

“Domestic violence takes many forms. It can be physical, emotional, sexual, verbal or financial.  We empower 
our clients and their children with tools and resources on their journey to self-sufficiency and help break the 
cycle of violence in their lives,” said St. Jude House Director Ryan Elinkowski. “This generous grant from the 
Mary Kay Foundation will help us continue providing our clients with a safe environment that allows them to 
begin the healing process while gaining valuable skills.”

St. Jude House Begins Program to Increase Financial Empowerment 
The Allstate Foundation, Centier Bank and Lakeshore Public Media are partners

St. Jude House has initiated a Financial Empowerment Program underwritten with grant support from The 
Allstate Foundation.  The partnership of Centier Bank and the video production services of Lakeshore Public 
Media have been instrumental in bringing this program to fruition.  

Most people think only of physical abuse when they consider domestic violence.  Yet the number one reason 
victims stay in or return to an abusive relationship is that they don’t have the financial resources to break 
free. Financial control is the “weapon of choice” in 99% of abusive relationships.  The Financial Empowerment 
Program will be offered onsite at St. Jude House and will be available to residential and non-residential clients.  
The three videos produced for this program cover the topics of budgeting, credit repair and insurance.  These 
will be combined with worksheets and other lessons from The Allstate Foundation curriculum, “Moving Ahead 
Through Financial Management.” These videos and worksheets are also available to anyone who has financial 
issues on www.stjudehouse.org.

“Domestic violence is an issue affecting every community in the country, including those in Northwest Indiana,” 
Allstate spokesperson Meghan Cass said. “We have a responsibility to ensure women facing domestic violence 
have the resources to get help and rebuild their lives and that’s why we are proud to support the important work 
St. Jude House is doing.”

“Centier Bank is proud to partner with St. Jude House on this important project.  People often underestimate 
the financial component of domestic violence and how that can, often, exacerbate the issue and prevent those 
abused from leaving.  I was honored to be asked to be the spokesperson for the videos and look forward to 
hearing about the impact of these financial empowerment classes!” said Anthony Contrucci, Vice President, 
Centier Bank.

“We also want to express our deep gratitude to Diana Bravo, a domestic violence survivor, who shares her 
powerful story on video to support this program,” said Val Lay, St. Jude House Director of Development. “We are 
proud to have Centier Bank support us in our Community Partners Program.”
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The Madonna Foundation is proud to begin its 18th year of partnership with five Chicago Area all-girls 
Catholic Schools.  The Madonna Foundation provides partial tuition scholarships and vital programming 
support to at-risk and underserved young women so they can break through barriers and become the next 

generation of compassionate, educated leaders.  The Foundation is proud to have provided over $3,000,000 in 
scholarship support through the 1300 scholarships that have been awarded since 2001.  This has been quite an 
eventful and busy year for the Madonna Foundation.  Here are some of the great things we've been up to this 
year!

Our Fantastic Five 2018 Graduates - Five Madonna seniors graduated in May. Each graduate was accepted 
at several colleges and universities and received multiple scholarships offers. The aggregate total of scholarship 
offers for the Fantastic Five was more than $1.5 million! Congratulations to each of our graduates as they begin 
the next stage of their educational journey. The Madonna Foundation looks forward to your future achievements!

Career Day Event - To explore possible career paths and an awareness of professional environments, Madonna 
Scholars visited five businesses for tours and talks with management in October, 2017.  They learned about 
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Madonna Foundation News

The 'Fantastic Five' 2018 graduates with the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago:  (left to right)  Gina Grazian, Vivian Najjar,  
Gabby Sianez, Alexa Mendoza, Jasmine Murillo, Sr. Jeanne Marie Toriskie, Sr. Doloria Kosiek
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journalism and broadcasting at NBC5 News from anchor 
Zoraida Sambolin, a Madonna High School alumna ’83.  They 
also visited the Chicago Cultural Center with Mary Slowik, 
MHS alumna ’83; Andersen Tax with MHS alumna ’91 and 
Managing Director at Rosa DeLuna-Frede; Hutchinson, 
Shockey, Erley & Co. with President Tom Dannenberg, and 
the Brinks, Gilson & Lione Law Firm with Mary Kate Driscoll, 
Danielle Gillen, JD, and Danielle Phillip, JD.

College Visits - The Madonna Scholars visited Loyola 
University, Northern Illinois University and St. Mary’s of 
Notre Dame during the school year.  They participated in 
campus tours, talked with professors and students, learned 
about the admission's process, and got a sense of the unique 
environment of each campus.  Parents also participated and 
gained many helpful insights.

First Look for Charity - The Madonna Foundation, as part 
of the Franciscan Community Benefit Services Corporation, 
was one of the 18 charities at First Look for Charity, the 
premier black tie event of the Chicago Auto Show held on 
February 9, 2018.  Thank you to our generous Sponsors and 
donors and we look forward to seeing you at the next First 
Look for Charity on February 8, 2019. 

Family Orientation August 2018 - On August 19th the 
Madonna Foundation welcomed 19 new Madonna Scholars 
into the program for the freshman year of high school.  For 
the 2018-2019 school year we have a total of 58 scholars in 
the program which is a 20% increase over last year.  We 
were thrilled to welcome our new and retuning scholars 
and their families to our annual missioning and orientation 
program held at Resurrection High School.  We had over 
150 attendees and enjoyed an afternoon of fellowship and 
friendship. 

Madonna High School Alumnae Mass 2018 - On 
September 9, 2018 the Madonna Foundation and the 
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago hosted the 2nd annual 
Madonna High School alumnae mass and luncheon.  It 
was a beautiful day of faith and renewed friendship.  We 
were so pleased to welcome 60 guests to this event and 
were thrilled to have representatives from each decade. 
Mark your calendars now for September 2019 when we 
will celebrate the 3rd annual MHS Alumnae Mass and 
luncheon. 

From left to right:  Mary Slowik, MHS Alumna’83; 
Ashanti Teruel, current scholar; Sam Medina, Scholar 
Alumna ’17; and Justine Gamma, Scholar Alumna’13. 

at First Look for Charity.

Madonna High School Alumnae celebrated a Mass 
and luncheon at Sacred Heart Chapel in September.

From left to right:  Madonna Foundation Seniors:  
Sequoia Cooke, Maria Soto, Sarah Herbert, Karime 

Sanchez, and Princeanna Gibson at the Family 
Orientation event in August. 



Autumn 
Dinner Dance

The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago held their 
annual Autumn Dinner Dance on October 
19th at DiNolfo's Banquets in Homer Glen, 
Illinois.  This year the guests enjoyed dinner 

and live music by the Together Band.  There was also 
a ‘split the pot’ and prize raffle.  To begin the night’s 
festivities, the Golden Thread Award was presented. 
The Golden Thread Award is an annual award 
bestowed upon an individual whose loyal and faithful 
commitment has enabled the Franciscan Sisters of 
Chicago to continue their ministries.

This year the Golden Thread Award was presented 
to FSC Associate, Mary Mosser. Sister M. Bernadette, 

General Minister of the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, 
stood at the podium and addressed the audience 
to announce the winner, "This year’s recipient has 
shown her commitment to the ministries of the FSC 
since she became an Associate with the Franciscan 
Sisters of Chicago in October, 2011.  She shares in the 
ministries of the Sisters by supporting the fundraising 
events of FSC and Franciscan Ministries.  But our 
recipient goes beyond this measure of philanthropy. 
She delights in providing personalized attention for 
each of the Sisters in the infirmary.  She takes the 
time to get to know each Sister, and to discover 
her individual taste in candies and baked goods; 
and then, unannounced, one day a special treat 

The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago Leadership Team presented the Golden Thread Award to  Mary Mosser this year at 
the Autumn Dinner Dance.   (From Left to Right)  Sister M. Helene Galuszka, Sister M. Francis Clare Radke,  

Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie, Mary Mosser, and Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik
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appears, bringing unexpected joy to the Sister’s 
heart. Loving weekly visits, surprise treats, pizza 
parties, and Polish ethnic food feasts round out 
her contribution of time, talent and treasure to the 
Sisters.  But this is not enough for the generous 
heart of this year’s recipient.  She also presents 
sizable monetary gifts for all occasions to the 
congregation at large.  With her ready sense of 
humor and willingness to give without measure, 
the 2018 Golden Thread Award recipient is truly 
a golden thread in the fabric of the lives of the 
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago.  It is with great joy 
that I announce that Mary Mosser, an Associate of 
the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, is the recipient of 
the Golden Thread Award for 2018."

Mary then came to the stage to receive the award 
from Sister M. Bernadette and gave a touching 
speech: “When Sr. Bernadette told me I was this 
year’s Golden Thread award winner, I was stunned.  
I was at a loss for words which doesn’t happen to 
me very often. In fact, when I visit the Sisters in the 
infirmary, one of the requests I hear from them is 

to stop talking so fast.  Thank you, Sr. Bernadette 
and the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, for this 
honor. I stand here tonight feeling very blessed. I 
am grateful to the Franciscan Sisters for the many 
ways they’ve touched my life over the years.  The 
Sisters have been part of my life starting with my 
grade school teachers at St. Florian School on the 
southeast side of Chicago.  I can still remember all 
of their names and what grade they taught.  Three 
different Sisters over the years suggested that I 
join the Associate program and I finally listened - 
committing in October 2011.  I look forward to our 
Associate Days, getting together with my friends 
and fellow Associates to grow in faith. Coming to 
Lemont for Mass most Saturdays and visiting with 
the Sisters is one of the highlights of my week. 
I count many friends among the Sisters and I’m 
fortunate to have the guidance, prayers and love of 
the Sisters in my life.  I’m a better person because 
of the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago and the many 
ways they’ve touched my life.  Thank you, Sisters, 
for this honor and for allowing me to share in your 
mission and ministry.“ 
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Mary Mosser’s fellow FSC Associates came to the stage to  congratulate her and present her with a bouquet 
of flowers.  (From Left to Right) Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik, (General Minister/Associate Director), Deacon 

Brian Nosbusch,  Mary Mosser, Jill Kachin, and Elizabeth Pienta



The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago thank all who 
attended the dinner dance and express their gratitude 
to the following generous underwriters, sponsors, and 
donors who partnered with them to make the Autumn 
Dinner Dance a success:

Stephen Reissfelder, AEW Capital Management   
For underwriting the Sisters' attendance
 
Judy Amiano, Franciscan Ministries    
For underwriting the entertainment
 
John Grele, Franciscan Sisters of Chicago    
For underwriting the floral arrangements
 
William Callaghan & George Ferrell, Henry Bros. Co.  
For underwriting the cost of the invitations
 
Theresa D. Kolaz   
For underwriting the postage
 
Synergy Construction Group LLC  
For underwriting the wine
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Sister Jean Therese Jarosz places 
her tickets in the prize raffle.

Mr. and Mrs. John Grele pose with  Sister Emilie Marie Lesniak 
before dinner is served.

 The Golden Thread Award is an annual award 
bestowed upon an individual whose loyal and 

faithful commitment has enabled the Franciscan 
Sisters of Chicago to continue their ministries.

One of the raffle  prizes was this beautifully 
painted table by Judith Horka, an Associate from 

Franciscan Village.
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Michael Maltenfort
Jay Mandra
Dawn Mayer
Tim McLaughlin
Susan & Rodger Merenkov
Ray and Marlene Mosser
Mary Mosser
Dan & Julie Noonan
Deacon Brian Nosbusch
Pat O'Keefe
Vicki Olsen
Carol Oprondek
Holly Mandra-Pawlak
Andy & Darlene Peters
Elizabeth Pienta
Sister M. Francis Clare Radke
Joe & Jessica Rocha
Elizabeth Scrivani
Liz Soreghan
Kevin & Pam Soughlin
Patricia Tarczewski
Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie
Rich & Connie Truesdale
Claudine Williams

Keelee Ahlgren
Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik
Dan & Mary Bannon
Michael & Michael Basile
Greg & Donna Belback
Heidi & John Berardi
Sister M. Joella Bielinski
Terri Black 
Sydney Black
Debbie Brown
Derek & Sarah Brown
Sally Burgston
Amy Camisa
Linda Carrigan
Brian & Andie Celerio
Susana Charvez
David & Dawn Cohn
Sam & Cathy Coltun
Bruce Corwin
Mary Lou Cowperthwaite
Christos Dilmas
Vickiy Dobbs
Gary & Jeanine Duckett
Gloria & Dick Dusatko
Arlene & Phil Enochs

Sister M. Helene Galuszka
John Glover
Pat Graham
John & Sophie Grele
Br. Bill Hallas, CR
Jerry & Denesha Harris
Steve & Dorothy Harris
Robert Hettlinger
Rev. Greg Helminski
Jennifer & Scott Hendershot
Bill & Peggy Hogan
Jerry Hollis
Sharon Hollis
Stacie Hollis
Davia Humphrey
Calvin Isaason & Guest
Christine Irvine
Sister Jean Therese Jarosz
Jill Kachin
Kathy Kelly
Steve & Diann Kozy
Jill Krueger
Dylan Lane
Sister Emilie Marie Lesniak
Loberg Construction Guest

Thank you to the following attendees: 

AG Architecture 
Belinda Alicea 
Guy & Cheryl Alton 
Kay Burton 
Patricia Carroll 
Dr. Peter Doris 
Dr. & Mrs. Evan Geissler 
Dolores Grantz 
Cindy Hall 

Frank & Francine Modelski 
Tim & Linda O’Neill 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Noonan 
Roberta Parkhill 
Ridge Landscape Services 
Dr. James Strzyz  
Thompson, Siegel & Walmsley LLC 
Michele Tomich

Thank you to our Sponsors:  
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Honor Roll of Donors 
June 15, 2018 - November 15, 2018   

The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago thank their donors and friends for partnering with them.  The Sisters 
offer their gratitude and sincere appreciation for their donors’ generosity, which has allowed them to 
continue the ministry started by Venerable Mother Mary Theresa Dudzik.

These donations have helped the ministries of the Sisters in a profound way.  Their sponsored ministries 
include affordable housing for seniors, a shelter for victims of domestic abuse, senior retirement communities, 
and scholarships for all-girls Catholic high school tuition.

The donor list in this issue is recorded from June 15, 2018 - November 15, 2018.  The Sisters make every effort 
to keep accurate records and each gift is acknowledged promptly.  Should something be amiss, however, the 
Sisters ask the donors to call them at once.   Inquiries should be directed to Vicki Olsen at (630) 243-3556 or 
email:  volsen@chicagofranciscans.com.

Thank you to the following attendees: 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY CONVENT, LEMONT, ILLINOIS



was donated before August 18, 2006, 
donors will not get the tax deduction. 
Congress wanted to stop people from 
using charitable organizations to dump 
unwanted items in order to write off 
a donation of minimal or no value.  It 
is always best to call the Development 
Office at 630-243-3556 before giving a 
non-cash gift. Dropping off something 
the Sisters cannot legally accept 
often requires the Sisters to pay for 
the disposal of these items, which 
assuredly was not the donor’s intent.  
The Sisters thank the following for 
their gifts in kind:

3 Corners Grill and Tap
Celina’s Fresh Market
Terri Black
Digs on Canal
Jeanine Duckett
Gelsosomo's Pizzeria 
Hamilton’s Pub
Peggy Hogan
Davia Humphrey
Jewel Osco
Jimbo’s Pizza
Marie Kedzior
Lange’s Woodland Florist
Kesha Miro
Mary Mosser
Nutra Vida
Vicki Olsen
Carol Oprondek
Rosati’s
Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie
Tap House Grill

RETIREMENT FUND
 
Gifts to the Retirement Fund are 
very important to us as they provide 
support in the care of the retired and 

Venerable Mother 
Mary Theresa Dudzik 
Beatification Fund

Gifts sent to the Franciscan Sisters of 
Chicago for the Beatification Cause 
are sent immediately to this Fund. 
Gifts received through the League of 
Mother Theresa are used to cover 
the cost of operating the League 
Office and once a year (or more 
often) money from the League is 
transferred to the Beatification Fund. 
Thanks to everyone who has helped 
build the Beatification Fund.  Every 
step in the process requires fees and 
the Beatification Fund must continue 
to grow so that funds are there 
when needed.

NON-CASH
 
The Sisters are restricted by law and 
policy as to the kinds of non-cash 
gifts they can accept.  Among those 
items are medications and some 
used items or partially used items.  
Some changes in legislation also 
affect the donor. In fact,  Congress 
passed new rules for deducting 
household goods, clothing and 
other items.  Unless the item is in 
good used condition or better or 

RESTRICTED GIFTS
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Restricted Gifts enable the Sisters 
to purchase the items that donors 
specifically request their donations 
be used for.  The explicit designation 
by the benefactor allows the donor 
to become an integral part of the 
ministries of the Sisters.

Unrestricted Funds  
 
The Unrestricted Fund is important 
because it allows flexibility for the 
Sisters’ use.  Gifts are directed to 
where the need is greatest.  The 
Sisters are able to use unrestricted 
gifts immediately or to allow them 
to accumulate until a significant 
need arises.  The thoughtfulness 
of unrestricted gifts is greatly 
appreciated. 

Tim & Wendy Bellagamba
Jerry Borrelli
Donald S. Castro
Deacon Edward & Mrs. Nancy Ellman
Lauren Faxel
Reverend Norman Gajzinski
Dolores Grantz
Father Tom Griffith, SVD
Eugene & Diane Kulma
Crystal M. Kurek
Joseph S. Lushnia
Mary I. Mosser
Ray & Marlene Mosser
Michael Niemiec
Peter & Sheila Oprysko
Carol Schroeder 
Susan Schroeder
James G. Stack
Frank Swiderski
Joe & Regina Toriskie 
Rita Waters



infirm members of our Community.  
The rising cost of health care and 
medicine are as serious an issue for 
us as they are with the general public.  
We're grateful for your gifts. 

LEGACY FUND

Using the envelope included with this 
issue of Crossroads is the easiest way 
to contribute to any of the Sisters’ 
funds and it makes it especially easy 
to direct a gift to the Legacy Fund. 
There are several categories to which 
a Legacy gift can be directed — the 
two most popular are Memorials (for 
deceased loved ones) and Tributes (in 
honor of living individuals or groups). 
Some donors make regular gifts to this 
fund on anniversaries as in the case of 
memorials, birthdays, marriages, and 
our Jubilarians. General, undesignated  
gifts may be made to this fund as 
well as donations for one’s own 
special intention. The Legacy Fund is 
the Sisters’ Endowment, which they 
continue to grow by reinvesting the 
income from the fund. A gift to the 
Legacy Fund also continues to grow 
in perpetuity. Ultimately a portion of 
this fund will be used to help those 
who entrust their needs to the Sisters, 
including their own infirm and aged 
Sisters.

 
GENERAL GIFTS

Estate of Irene M. Kuciemba
Estate of Theophane Mary Zaucha

MEMORIALS
In Memory of  
Sister M. Alacoque Czartorski
Joanne A. Cartor

In Memory of Walter Ganiec
Helen Ganiec

In Memory of  
Sister Paula Frances Howard
Elizabeth Pienta

In Memory of Sister M. 
Hermenegilde Moszczynski
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mastramico

In Memory of  
Sister M. Equitia Nawracaj
Helen C. Froncz

In Memory of  
Kathleen “Cookie” Obora
Eugene Obora

In Memory of  
Sister M. Maximina Pachut
Mary Sympson

In Memory of Mary Reynolds
Jean Reynolds

In Memory of  
Sister M. Aquinas Rogosinski
Thomas Mastramico

In Memory of  
Sister M. Pacidia Rzonca
Metal Deck Direct  
Karen & Keith Urban

In Memory of  
Sister Martha Joan Sempolski
Mary Elizabeth Day

In Memory of  
Sister M. Marylla Stanislawczyk
Mr. & Mrs. Van Stout

In Memory of  
Sister M. Marifila Strzycki
Marie Caviness
Mr. & Mrs. Van Stout

In Memory of  
Sister Frances Szczur 
Mr. & Mrs. Van Stout

In Memory of  
Sister M. Agatha Walerski
Mr. & Mrs. Van Stout

In Memory of  
Sister M. Antonita Waloch
Richard Bekielewski, Sr.

In Memory of Carol, Harry & 
Sophie Witkiewicz
Patricia Witkiewicz
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Mother Mary Theresa Dudzik
Spiritual Enrollment

June 15th, 2018 - November 15th, 2018
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The Mother Mary Theresa Dudzik Spiritual Enrollment Program provides an opportunity for the 
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago to share their prayer with others in a special way.  A monthly Mass is 
celebrated for all those enrolled, living or deceased. The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago remember 

everyone who is enrolled in their prayers.

The  Spiritual Enrollment card with a matching mailing envelope is exquisitely designed and easy to use.  It may 
be used to celebrate any occasion or remember a loved one.  Please be sure to complete the section requesting 
the donor’s name and address so that the  Spiritual Enrollment Book has the donor’s name as well as the name 
of the person being enrolled. 
 
A one-year enrollment is $15. To obtain the enrollment packet, please contact Vicki Olsen at (630) 243-3556.



Sister Emilie Marie Lesniak
Enrolled by  
Sister Francis Clare Radke

Marge Migler
Enrolled by Pat & Joe Budzyn

Sister Lois Marie Rossi
Enrolled by  
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Richardo & Norma Salandanan
Enrolled by Sister M. Monica Sendlosy

Maureen Sedlak
Enrolled by Sister Jeanne Marie Toriskie 
 
Catherine (Cathy) Wetzel
Enrolled by Grace L. Wetzel

Spiritual Enrollment
Deceased
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Spiritual Enrollment 
Living

Elena Adam
Enrolled by  
Eugene & Diane Kulma

Sister M. Bernadette Bajuscik
Enrolled by Dodie Przybycien

Sister M. Joella Bielinski
Enrolled by  
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Mr. & Mrs. Jon Billote & Family
Enrolled by Unknown

Sister Mary Clare Brunkala
Enrolled by
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
Sister Francis Clare Radke

Sister Diane Marie Collins
Enrolled by  
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Community of Our Lady
Enrolled by  
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Sister Claire Marie Czerwiec
Enrolled by  
Sister Jean Therese Jarosz

Sister Jean Therese Jarosz
Enrolled by  
Our Lady of Victory Convent

Monica Kreici
Enrolled by Pat & Joe Budzyn

Lynn Callahan
Enrolled by Christine Schuler

Maureen (Betty) Deekacz
Enrolled by  
Sister Jean Therese Jarosz

Irene Doyle
Enrolled by Bernadette Caldario

Florence Duchak
Enrolled by Patricia Tarczewski

Dolores Gerasin
Enrolled by Lauren Faxel

Janus, Kevicius & Legeski Families
Enrolled by Unknown

Margaret M. Jurik
Helen J. Gilson

Anna Kulig
Enrolled by Pat & Joe Budzyn

Joan Lazarski
Enrolled by  
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Ralph L. Minnis
Enrolled by Edward L. Scepkowski

Dorothy Mosbarger
Enrolled by Patricia Tarczewski

Therese Splitt
Enrolled by Christine Schuler

Bob Stadler
Enrolled by Unknown

Margaret Zvoda
Enrolled Helen T. Gilson

Carmella Adduci
Enrolled by Romayne Kerbs

Dorothy Allen
Enrolled by Chuck Tomczak

Rodney Barrett
Enrolled by  
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Evelyn Bergborn
Enrolled by  
Tim & Wendy Bellagamba

Deacon Frank Bina
Enrolled by Patricia Tarczewski



COG HILL GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB, LEMONT, IL
CALL 630-243-3556 FOR MORE INFORMATION

Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
11500 Theresa Drive
Lemont, IL 60439-2727

Address Service Requested
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