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Stained glass window featuring
Mother Theresa holding the Rule
of the Third Order of St. Francis
as she gazes at Our Lady of
Victory and her Son, Jesus. The
window from the previous (1963)
Motherhouse chapel now graces
the second floor of Our Lady of
Victory Motherhouse in Lemont,
IL.

“As I had mentioned before, not all of the
members were called to the religious life
with the pure intention of serving and loving
God. Some, having a selfish motive, proved
to be a source of trials to others as they
disturbed silence and peace and incited
other Sisters to discontent. Most of this was
directed against me on the grounds that I,
not being a superior, watched the
observance of the Rule and interfered with
everything that was going on. The Sisters
who murmured were usually those for
whom the yoke of practicing the Rule and
the religious life was too burdensome to
undertake. We meet up with such religious
even to this day.
I became somewhat accustomed to their
murmuring since I had born it already for six
years. In a way, those criticisms of my
conduct were no small advantage for my
pride. I would want to bear more as long as
God would not be offended, and I would
consider it even great happiness to be able
to suffer for the greater glory of God and
the good of this Community.”

Chronicle, p. 70

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

 Do criticisms set my mind into seething with anger?
 Can I pause to find in the criticism an opportunity for growth or for bending a little to
accommodate others?
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY FOR THE MONTH
Criticism is always hard to take. This month I will strive to take criticism with patience,
whether the criticism is merited or not.

VENERABLE MOTHER THERESA DUDZIK’S QUOTATION OF THE MONTH

A NOTE ABOUT THIS GUIDE
Venerable Mother Mary Theresa Dudzik (1860-1918)
was a Polish immigrant who deeply felt the misery and
suffering of others. She began her ministries to the
poor and needy in Chicago, taking them into her own
apartment. When there was not enough room to
house them all, she established the first home for the
aged in the city. And to guarantee that the needy
would never be abandoned, she founded a religious
congregation, the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, to
continue her ministries.
In this 100th anniversary of her death on September
20, 1918, the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago invite all to
share in the spiritual treasures found in her hand written journal, the Chronicle.
This guide represents #12 in a series of 13. The entire
series of guides can be found on the Sisters’ website,
http://www.chicagofranciscans.org/

“…Those criticisms of
my conduct were no
small advantage for
my pride. I would
want to bear more as
long as God would
not be offended, and
I would consider it
even great happiness
to be able to suffer
for the greater glory
of God and the good
of this Community.”

